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A rain garden is a depressed landscaped area that collects rain water from 
impervious areas including roofs, driveways, and pool decks and 
allows the water to soak into the ground and provide water to the plants. 
Planted with grasses and flowering perennials, rain gardens can be a cost 
effective and beautiful way to reduce runoff from your property. 

 

 Choose an area which receives runoff from impervious areas or where flow can be directed 

 Remain at least 10 feet away from building foundations 

 Avoid septic fields, utility easements and public right of way 

 Excess water should not be directed toward a building or channeled onto a neighboring property. 
 

 The size of the rain garden should be 10% of the impervious area draining to it. For example, if the 
rain garden will be designed to receive 1200 square feet of impervious area, the rain garden 
planting area should be 120 square feet. The shape can vary to fit the landscape. 

 Excavate the garden area to a depth of 26 inches. 

 Planting soil can be made from a mix of 30% excavated soils, 50% sand, and 20% compost. 

 Protect inflow area of the rain garden with rock so inflowing water does not cause erosion. 

 Protect the overflow exit area of the rain garden with rock so the dirt does not erode in this area. 
A grate with an outflow pipe could also be used to convey excess water from the rain garden. 

 

 Choose drought resistant, hearty, native plants which can tolerate frequent water inundation. 

 Consider the amount of sunlight which the garden will receive. 

 Use a minimum of 3-5 different types of perennials and 3-5 different shrubs and follow plant 
spacing guidelines. 

 Add 2-3 inches of shredded hardwood mulch after planting. 
 

 Routine garden maintenance should include weeding, replacing dead plants, and replacing mulch 
when depleted. 

 Water the rain garden during the first year while plants are becoming established. 

 Monitor the rain garden surface for erosion. Repair the surface and add rock protection as needed. 

 If the rain garden holds water for more than a day, rake back the mulch and roughen the surface of 
the garden with a firm rake, and then replace the mulch. This will allow water to infiltrate more 
quickly. 
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